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1 Introduction

The number of visitors visiting Japan from
Hong Kong is increasing tremendously in recent
years before the novel coronavirus pandemic
(COVID-19) at the of  2020.
According to the statistical data from Japan
the

number of incoming foreign visitors to Japan from

beginning
National Tourism Organization (JNTO),

Hong Kong reached its peak in 2019 with a total of
2,290,792 visitors'. There are many people in Hong
Kong interested in the culture of Japan. Such
background serves as a strong catalyst for learning
Japanese language. Among those who are
interested in Japanese culture, many of them are in
the young generation group. Needless to say,
university students in Hong Kong have strong
needs for Japanese language acquisition, which is
one of the most popular foreign languages in the
community. To cater the learning needs of these
students, many universities in Hong Kong offer
Japanese language courses in various levels?.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, face-to-face
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classroom teaching mode was widely adopted
among universities. However, since face-to-face
classes were unable to be conducted during the
COVID-19 pandemic, online mode became the
main substitute teaching mode for most of the
classes.

In this paper, we will introduce the example of
online elementary Japanese language class offered
by students of Meiji University as teaching practice
to students in Chung Chi College, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK) as a model of
collaboration  between

exchange  partner

universities in Japan and Hong Kong.

2 Background of the Collaboration
In February 2020, the first teaching practice of

elementary Japanese language class offered by
Meiji University students as teaching practice to
students of Chung Chi College, CUHK was
Yamada and Ishiyama (2022)
reported how the programme was started as below.
The program with Chung Chi College of
CUHK was originally designed to take place
inside and outside of Japan. The faculty
members of Meiji’s School of Arts and
Letters and of the Chung Chi College
planned to start bidirectional short-term
exchange programs in which Chung Chi
College students were going to visit Meiji,
and Meiji students were going to visit CUHK
later in the same calendar year. Both in
Japan and Hong Kong, Meiji students were
going to teach intensive Japanese courses to
Chung Chi College students for them to be
able to conduct their field research in Japan.

conducted.
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Picture 1: The author advising Meiji's practicum students

during preparation. ER ¥ FIZBIE 21T 5 &,

This short-term exchange program was
planned to start in May 2020. However, the
global spread of COVID-19 caused this
program to be postponed, and it has still not

yet been able to start as of March 2022.

Instead, this short-term exchange and

teaching practicum program has been

conducted virtually via Zoom since the

summer of 2020.

Extracted from Yamada and Ishiyama (2022:55)
In fact, due to the outbreak of COVID-19, many
normal classes were switched to classes by Zoom
in Hong Kong >. The prolonged pandemic period
created a great impact on the original planning
which the online class were extended to its third
time in 2023.

Let’s look at the structure of the online
Japanese language class. Students from CUHK
with no or very little Japanese language learning
experience are invited to apply for this class. After
a careful screening procedure, 15 students are
selected to be the final participants every year.
The online class schedule is then discussed and
finalized by both programme coordinators in Meiji
University and CUHK. The whole class is divided
into 3 sessions and each time lasts for 2 hours (6:30
p-m. — 8:30 p.m. Hong Kong time). All sessions
were conducted in February or March during the
second semester after the Lunar Chinese New Year
long vacation. On the other hand, 3 Meiji
University students taking Japanese language
teaching seminar are assigned to be the ‘Practicum
student-teachers’ of this class. They are responsible
for the course content design, syllabus design and
teaching material preparation. Each ‘Practicum

student-teacher’ is assigned a section or a role in
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the class. For example, the lecturer for the
vocabulary / grammar explanation or drill teacher
for oral exercise. In the whole teaching practice,
every ‘Practicum student-teacher’ has an

opportunity to serve in different roles.

3 Course content

In the online Japanese language class, there are
2 objectives. First, to provide an opportunity for
Meiji  University students joining Japanese
language teaching practice to fulfill their course
requirement. Second, to provide an opportunity for
CUHK students who have interest in learning
Japanese language and Japanese culture to learn
basic Japanese language. Due to very limited class
contact hours, the course content and syllabus have
to be carefully designed to ensure maximum
learning outcomes. In addition, this class can also
serve as a golden opportunity for students to start
learning a new language. Therefore, the content
only covers the most important topics in
elementary Japanese. For example, ‘Greetings’,
‘Self-introduction’, ‘My favorite food’ and ‘My
hobby/interest’, etc. In order to allow students to
use what they have learnt immediately after class in
daily life, the grammar patterns to be introduced are
also selected carefully. For example,

1. ‘Watashiwa ~ desu’(Iam ~.)

2. ‘Kore/Sore/Are wa ~ desu’
(This/That/That is ~.)
‘~ gasuki desu’ (Ilike ~.)
4. ‘~ ga (Verb)tai desu’ (I want to (do

~).)
5. ‘Numbers in Japanese’ (1, 2, 3, ..., 10,

11, ..., 99, 100, 200, ..., 1,000)

(98]
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4 Class observation

In this chapter, I will share the class
observation as one of the participants and person in
charge of the programme on CUHK side. The 3
classes attended were on February 16, 22 and 24,
2023. First of all, the class activities included the
following sections.

A) Greetings

‘Good afternoon’, ‘Good evening’, ‘How

phrases (‘Good morning’,
are you?’, etc)
B) Introduction of new vocabulary
C) Oral practice of new vocabulary
D) Introduction of grammar pattern
E) Oral practice of sentence making by using
new grammar pattern
F) Small group oral practice in breakout
room
As pointed out by Yamada and Ishiyama (2022),
since the target of Japanese language practicum
Meiji

student-teacher’ prepared the teaching contents

course was for beginners, ‘Practicum
primarily in direct method with some additional
explanations in English (Yamada and Ishiyama
(2022:55)).

‘Practicum student-teacher’ who served as the
role of lecturer started the class by providing a brief
introduction of greetings at the beginning of the
first class. Next, there was an introduction to new
vocabulary of the topics to be taught. Since it was
a small size class (15 students only), every student
had an opportunity to speak out and practice.
‘Practicum student-teacher’ always actively invited
students to speak and repeat those
Students

target

vocabularies and sentence patterns.
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could practice after the teacher’s pronunciation and

demonstration. In order to enhance oral
communication ability, there were small group oral
practice sessions which were led by language
buddies. Language buddies are Meiji University
students who are native speakers of Japanese and
many of them have the experience of joining the
teaching practice class before. The language
buddies played an important supporting role in the
by

conducting a one-to-one or one to a few oral drill

class on oral communication practice
exercises. Similar arrangements were conducted in
the next classes with the rotation of the main
‘Practicum student-teacher’ in the lecture part
while other ‘Practicum student-teachers’ served as
supporting role in oral drill exercises.

Maintaining a relaxing learning atmosphere is
very important in online language classes but
sometimes it may not be easy for ‘Practicum
student-teachers’ to achieve this*. To prevent the
class atmosphere becoming boring, ‘Practicum
student-teachers’ used many pictures and photos
with minimum captions or explanation in words to
deliver the course content. For online elementary
find this

interesting and easy for them to follow the lecture

Japanese language class, students

content.

5 Conclusion

In spite of the prolonged pandemic for 3 years,
the online Japanese language class provided a good
platform for both students in Meiji University and
CUHK in achieving the purposes of teaching
practice and Japanese language acquisition. The

experiences gained in these online classes has
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provided a good collaboration foundation between
both universities. It is no doubt that students in both
universities can benefit a lot from this programme.
However, there are still many improvements and
follow-up actions that can be made in the future.
First, the arrangement of face-to-face teaching
mode in the next year or after. It seems that there is
a high possibility to have a face-to-face class
instead of online in the post-pandemic age. Second,
the course design and class activities to be
conducted in a  face-to-face classroom
environment. Third, the evaluation of teaching
practice and learning outcomes in a real classroom
environment. All these issues are important and
challenging to make the ‘normal’ face-to-face

teaching mode a success.

Note:

I According to the statistical data from JNTO
(Website of JNTO on incoming visitor data:
https://www.jnto.go.jp/statistics/data/visitors-
statistics/), the number of incoming foreign
visitors to Japan from Hong Kong reached its
peak in 2019 (Total of 2,290,792 visitors).
However, due to the outbreak of COVID-19, the
number of visitors dropped drastically as the
boundary of Japan was closed for sightseeing
purpose from spring 2020 to October 2022
(346,020 visitors in 2020; 1,252 visitors in 2021;
269,285 visitors in 2022). Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan (MOFA) announced that the
following review of restrictions on new entry of
foreign nationals into Japan.

(https://www.mofta.go.jp/ca/fna/page22e 00092

1.html)
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MURAKAMI Hitoshi (2021). “Online Class and
Students’ Survey -A Report at UOW College
Hong Kong”. Nihon Gakken Volume No. 24,
p.113-128. (Ff B1= (2021) A>T A %
XD FERE L EEE O F ik A —UOW

2

3
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1. Lifting of suspension of visa validity: The
suspension of visas issued prior to
December 2, 2021 has been lifted from
0:00 am (JST) on October 11, 2022.
Those who hold a valid visa, after 0:00
am (JST) on October 11, 2022, can travel

with the visa as long as it is valid.

2. Resumption  of  visa  exemption
arrangement: The visa exemption
measures, which were temporarily

suspended due to the border measures,

were resumed at 0:00 am (JST) on

October 11, 2022.
Taking the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK) as an example, Department of Japanese
Studies offers Japanese language courses from
elementary to advanced level for all CUHK
students (including Japanese Studies major,
minor and elective students). A total of 1,678
students took these Japanese language courses in
the academic year 2020/2021.
Murakami (2021) reported that on January 31,
2020 The Education Bureau (EDB) of Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region
Government announced that due to the latest
epidemic development, all schools in Hong Kong
primary
secondary schools, special schools and private

(including kindergartens, schools,
schools offering non-formal curriculum) would
resume classes on March 2 the earliest pending
further assessment. University of Wollongong
College Hong Kong (UOWCHK, the aftiliated
university of the author of Murakami (2021))
decided to extend the original one-week Lunar
Chinese New Year vacation to two weeks, and

then resumed the class on February 10, 2020 in
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YAMADA Toru and ISHIYAMA Airi (2022).
“Managing Japanese Language Instructor
Certificate in a Liberal Arts

University  Asian

Program
Environment”,  Meiji
Studies, Vol. 4, p. 50-57.

ARV NGS S

“Statistics on Foreign Visitors to Japan” (/i H ¢
Ki#tal) Japan National Tourism Organization
(JNTO)
(https://www.jnto.go.jp/statistics/data/visitors-
statistics/) accessed on April 14, 2023

“Application for Visa for foreign nationals
eligible for Phased Measures toward Resuming
Cross-Border Travel” (November 7, 2022)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA)
(https://www.mofa.go.jp/ca/fna/page22e 0009
21.html) accessed on April 14, 2023

“CUHK to Start Online Teaching on 17 February
and Extend the Work-from-home Arrangement
for Staff to 9 February” (31 January 2020)
Announcement of The Chinese University of
Hong Kong (CUHK)
(https://www.cpr.cuhk.edu.hk/en/announcemen
t/cuhk-to-start-online-teaching-on-17-february-
and-extend-the-work-from-home-arrangement-
for-staff-to-9-february/) accessed on April 14,
2023

the online class mode. On the other hand, to
the risk of the
coronavirus, The Chinese University of Hong
Kong (CUHK) decided to provide online
teaching starting from February 17, 2020 until

reduce spreading novel

further notice
(https://www.cpr.cuhk.edu.hk/en/announcement/
cuhk-to-start-online-teaching-on-17-february-
and-extend-the-work-from-home-arrangement-
for-staff-to-9-february/).

* According to Yamada and Ishiyama (2022), since
the practicum students could not travel to Hong
Kong, they could not hang out about the city to
research the popular Japanese materials in Hong
Kong when they were preparing the practicum
class. The Meiji students wanted to make their
teaching materials more relevant to the interests
of Chung Chi College students. Instead, the Meiji
students prepared their instructional contents by
conducting their research over the Internet and
visiting Hong Kong related places across Tokyo.
The Meiji students learned the images of Japan
among the college students in Hong Kong
through what the Chung Chi College students
directly explained both during the break time and
through the social interactions throughout the
practicum sessions. (Yamada and Ishiyama

(2022:56))
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